“That one has
my eyes.”




Cosmo examines the reason why who's-your-daddy disputes
are commonplace today and gives a crash course on the simple
DNA procedure that can clear them all up in record time.

By Sara Bodnar

B Recently, some well-known
names have been linked to Imtvrnit}'
dixpuh*ﬁ. There's Amber Frey—the
other woman in the Laci Peterson
murder case—who last fall acknowd-
edged that the man paving child
support for her ~I-:~.':-.'|r-n|:1 danghter
turned out not to be the father, That
nugget of truth was uncovered after
he took a paternity test, which uses
DNA samples to identify a child’s
]:-in]::gim] ]uwit;q_[{*.

A 1};.||l,'1’||it}' test also pruw:{ that
actress Elizabeth Hurley's former
boyfriend, movie producer Stephen
Bing, was indeed the father of her
now 4-year-old son—something he
had questioned publicly for months.
”ii.dl,]}’{llll]lﬂ.‘i are even in TV story
lines: When Desperate Housewives
vixen Gabrielle became pregnant,
her hllbh_\' asked to take a paternity
test, kll.{m'irlghis wife had cheated
on him with their |'1.||nlc}' ::_Lulﬂrnrr.

Paternity tests are hardly limited
to these high-profile examples.
Though the test has been around
since the late 1980s, its |m|‘.n||h|ril ¥
has sk}'r{ wketed in the psmt ﬁm'}t-ﬂm
among regular [‘l’lllpll"'.“i. says Caro-
line Caskey, CEO of Identigene, a
paternity testing company based in
Houston, Texas.

Natiomwide stats bear this out: In
1995, about 150,000 DNA relation-
ship tests were taken, mostly to de-
termine paternity. But by 2003, their
use more than doubled to 354,000,
reports the American Association of
Blood Banks. Cosmo takes a closer
look at what's behind the Surge.

PATERNITY TEST PRIMER

Establishing paternity is simple—if
the party in question consents. First,
you order a t:rxling kit from a lab
(they're advertised all over the Weh

and TV as well as in the Yellow
Pages). With the cotton swabs
included in the kit, genetic samples
are taken from the child and the
u"{*f_!,ﬂi father. “Saliva and skin cells
contain DNA, soa guy rubs the swab
inside his cheek to retrieve his
genetic material and then the same
is done to the child,” says Caskey.
The swabs are sent to the lab that
issued the test kit, along with a con-
sent form sigmed by the alleged father

“When two samples
Mg,
r .
percent that the
man is the father.”

and the child’s parent or guardian
{results may not be legally binding if
a person is tested without his knowl-
edge). Within days, the lab contacts
the test taker with the outcome. 15
neither DNA sul1||ﬂ|- matches, there's
zero chance of paternity. But if the
lab determines that half of each sam-
ple is identical, daddyhood is definite.
“When two samples match, odds are
greater than 99.9 percent that he's
the father,” says Caskey.

FASTER, CHEAPER RESULTS

Experts say it’s this ease and accuracy
that have made the test so much more
with'xprt'au]. "|"=|tt-n1it}' tests used Lo
requine Blocud u:unp]{'x. which were
messier and more invasive to obtain
than the swab,” says Caskey. “Also, in
the past few Veurs, I!m'||||:}iup‘,_\' has
impr wied, |*|r.|h]ing alabtoe :-mp]etv
a test in a few tl:l_w, rather than the
two months it used to take.”

This L1|'|i('i{~11l*:.' has also |u-]iwt]
drive down costs, so clearing up
daddy doubt is more affordable for
the average citizen. “Ten vears ago,
the price of a test was more than
51,000, but now it's about $500."
Pxpluinx Randall M. Kessler, an At-
lanta family-law attorney experi-
enced in paternity issues. “As prices
]ﬂl |11g|'1:|, more labs were able to set
up shop and compete with one an-
other, further rf*tlm;-ing the l‘bri(t'.d

COURT-ORDERED CASES

Despite the cost-cutting, it's usually
the law that I.‘UIIIIH:‘I.‘:' a guy to be
tested. “They are either denying
patern it:l.' and want to stop p;l}'i ng
child support or are attempting to
get legal custody of a child they've
been raising,” says Kessler. Since
more men are involved in custody
and child-support cases than ever
before, the number of legally related
paternity tests has increased.

A child-support skirmish is what
helped Mary®, 31, to get the father
of her now 3-year-old son to take a
test. “When I found out that [ was
pregnant, I told the father—a guy 1
was casually dating at the time—and
he stopped returning my calls,” she
says. “Even after 1 had the baby, he

*Names have been changed.
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refused to contact me. So 1 hired an
attorney, who launched a lawsuit, and
the court made my ex get tested. The
results came back positive, and now he
makes monthly support payments.”
Legal proceedings don't just force
fathers to take responsibility—they also
enable su[:-pnwd fathers to learn the
truth. When Larry, 34, was involved in
acustody battle, he discovered that the
little boy he thought was his biological
kid was ;1£'tmlﬂ_\' fathered |}}' another
man. “After breaking up with my girl-
friend, she told me she was pregnant
with my baby—so I became a father
from the minute the child was born.”

DIY paternity
test: Cheek
swabs and an ,
Tron, ' ”
q‘"‘;ﬁm.""hn?"hr S
M -

he recalls. “Four years later, I was con-
vinced my ex wasn't a good parent, so |
went for custody. My attorney said T had
to take a paternity test for ]i'}_{.‘ll reqa-
soms. ..and it came back negative. When
I confronted my ex, she admitted that
she didn't know who the father was.”

Larry then dropped his custody bid.

WOMEN BEHAVING BADLY

Paternity experts also cite a disturbing
reason for the uptick: More men are
questioning whether women have
intentionally misled them into thinking
they're dads. “In the past five years, T've
seen a growing number of these cases,”
says Kessler. Dad duping may be easier
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WHAT YOU'RE DYING TO KNOW ABOUT

because of the rise in unmarried women
giving hirth. Federal data shows that a
record mumber of babies—1.5 million—
were born to unwed mothers in 2004
(the most recent statistics available).

The unmarried parent boom has
triggered more opportunity for
deception, explains Jeffery M. Leving,
a (.'llif.'ugu domestic-relations attorney
concentrating in paternity fraud. At least
three national support groups geared
toward male paternity-fraud victims
have cropped up in the past few years.

Mark, 30, says he was deceived. “Be-
fore I took a required DNA test to buy
alife insurance Iur]ir.'}' for 1Y =YEr=¢ i
daughter, 1 never doubted that T was
her father,” he says. “But the results
came back saying that the probability
of paternity was zilch. Shocked, T ap-
proached my ex-girlfriend, who con-
fessed to |nu'ingumu--uight stand while
we were I:ng*t}lt*r. She knew that an-
other man could have been the father,
bart she let me think 1 was.”

BREAKING THE SILENCE

Yaternity problems have long been a
ﬂlul‘.lh' :Jf'.'s:rmpx and :1;1:_\'11'|||t' television
talk shows. But now you can barely turn
on the news or [lip open a magazine
without hearing about fatherhood
frand. This increased visibility may also
explain the testing boom. " The topic is
less taboo; celebs and real people are
dealing with it in the media,” says
Caskey. “Somore men feel comfortable
initiating testing.”

After Aaron, 41, found out that his ex
had been having an affair around the
time his T-year-old daughter was con-
ceived, he had no qualms about getting
tested. “1'd seen paternity-frand vie-
tims on TV, and that made me less em-
barrassed,” he says. When the test
revedled that Aaron wasn't the biologi-
cal dad, he handled this 11ixﬁm~r}-‘ with
the same OPEnness. “I confronted my
ex and let my family know. Being up-
front helped me cope. Plus, it allowed
me to see that I needed to be a father

to the girl I was raising, regardless of

what a piece of paper might say.” W

If the potential father
skips town, his DNA can still be
tested. Genetic material culled
from chewed gum, cigarette
butts, razors, even a licked
envelope can last 30 years and
still be in good enough condi-
tion to determine paternity.

Dead men sometimes take
one. If a court deems it neces-
sary to resolve a fatherhood
dispute, a corpse will be dug
up for tissue samples, which are
then tested and compared to a
child's DMNA in a similar way to

how a live guy's tissue is tested.

If a woman has slept with
identical twins, a paternity
test would prove inconclusive
because the men have the
exact same DNA.

In about 35 percent
of paternity test cases, the
presumed dad turns out
not to be the biological one.

Even if a test proves
aman isn't a child's biologi-
cal father and the real dad is
located, the non-father may still
have to pay child support. If a
judge thinks it's in a child's best
interest, he'll order the wrongly
accused father to support the
kid—and the real father doesn't
have to contribute in any way.
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